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JACKSONVILLE AND THE SEMINOLE WAR
PART II
INDIAN HOSTILITIES ! !

1

Latest Intelligence from the Theatre of War
We insert a copy of a letter from Col. Warren to
Gen. Clinch, which will be read with great interest judging from the proportion of the slain and wounded,
the engagement was a severe one. Our anxiety is great
to hear farther particulars, and to know the names of the
five slain, whose names are put down in the letter as unknown.
This letter contains our latest intelligence, except a
report just arrived, that two of the wounded are since
dead - that Weeks, one of the above, who belonged to
the Mandarin Company, fired at the Indians three times
-twice after he had received several balls, the last discharge made when he was down, - killing an Indian
that had jumped into one of the wagons, - and that
Captain McLemore had two horses shot under him.
How much truth is in this report we cannot pretend to
say.
Head Quarters,
Fort Crum, Dec. 19, 1835.
Sir-The troops under my command, took up the
line of march yesterday morning, to scour out the Wacahouta and adjacent hammocks,, and not wishing to be
encumbered with baggage, I dispatched the baggage
wagons to take the direct route for Wetumpka, via
Micanopy ; on arriving at the Kanopaha prairie, I immediately took Captain McLemore’s and Captain Lancaster’s companies, and pursued on the trail, and on arrival at Benj. Warren’s, found his house in flames, passing on we found a body of Indians, fifty or sixty in
number, had attacked and captured our baggage as it
1
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passed over the Prairie, and set the wagon on fire. The
officer in command of the baggage train, with several of
the escort had retired to Micanopy, and I have not been
able to ascertain correctly, what loss has been sustained:
two Sergeants and four men have returned into Camp
unhurt, and one Sergeant and one private belonging
to Capt. McLemore’s Company, mortally wounded, still
lingering at this fort. I am not able to make a more
correct return, as I am unadvised of the numbers who
have escaped to Micanopy, but will make a more full return as soon as possible. By this unfortunate affair, all
our papers, such as orders, reports, &c. and all our ammunition, surgical instruments, &c. are lost.
Gen. Call, with his reinforcement, is expected here
today, and as I am assured that the whole body. of Indians are in the Wacahouta and adjacent hammocks, the
sign is great, and from the force seen in different parties,
we are assured that they are all here. I think it advisable
that you send all the regular force, to co-operate with
us immediately. The fighting is to be done here. We are
in want of ammunition and camp equipage, having, as I
stated before, lost all in our wagons.
Yours respectfully,
JOHN

WARREN,

Col. and Com. Mil. in service.
D. L. CLINCH .
P. S. Killed. Sergt. Hunt; privates Tillis and U.
Roberts and five others not known ; wounded six, one
mortally (Weeks), escaped sixteen.
Gen. Call has just arrived in camp with 250 men, and
assumed the entire command.
GEN.

Head Quarters,
(near Fort Crum) 12 o’clock at night.
Dec. 17, 1835.
Sir-Intelligence has arrived in Camp, that about 30
Indians made an attack on Mr. Simmons’ house, on the
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Palatka road, about 8 miles from Micanopy, and 20 from
this Camp. They rushed on the house with furious yells
and heavy firing ; but Simmons and J. Carr and two
others, who happened to be there, barred up the house
and defended themselves until daylight - when the Indians took a drove of fat hogs out of the pens and drove
them off. Immediately Capts. Sumerall’s and Gibbon’s
companies were despatched off at twenty minutes notice,
(with Carr to show the trail) and with orders to pursue
and destroy the Indians whereever, found.
We march on for Wacahouta in the morning, where
it is reported that a great show of Indians is seen. Further, I have not time to say.
Yours truly,
W. J. M ILLS .
We delay our paper, which was all ready for press.
to notice the arrival of the Steamer Florida from Savannah. Her arrival was hailed by our citizens with joy,
as she brought us that which we were almost wholly destitute, and of which we stood in need, arms for our defense. Messrs. King and Co. of Savannah have our
warmest thanks for their kindness and liberality in
furnishing us in the manner they have done - with forty
stand of arms, with accoutrements, borrowed from the
State of Georgia, and for which they have obligated
themselves to the State. But let a letter from the Messrs.
Kings to I. D. Hart of this place, speak for itself.
“Savannah, Dec. 21, 1835.
Dear Sir - At the earnest request of Judge Doggett,
Cols. Warren and Mills, of your place, we have borrowed,
as we cannot find any for sale, 40 stand of arms,
with accoutrements complete, which we send to Florida.
We have had to give our bond for their return.”
Extract of another letter from the Messrs. Kings to
Judge Doggett.
"We have put on board the Florida forty stand of
arms and accoutrements, which we send to our mutual
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friend, I. D. Hart, Esq. to use in case of need-they are
borrowed and not for sale.”
INDIAN AFFAIRS

2

Latest Intelligence.
The latest intelligence from Camp will be found in
the two letters below. It will be seen that the number of
.
killed is three and the wounded twelve.
Captain Lancaster, of this place, a member of our
bar, an estimable citizen, and one of the foremost to
volunteer, is, we are happy to learn, rapidly recovering
from his wound.
While charging the hammock on Sunday, the 20th
inst. Captain Lancaster stepped upon the trunk of a tree
which had been blown down, and while he was stooping
and looking for an Indian, which he supposed to be secreted near him, the Indian, from the roots, fired upon
him, wounding him in the neck, the bullet ranging down
his back. The Indian was shot instantly dead by Mr.
Curry of Mandarin. Since the charging of the hammock
the Indians have ceased their attacks upon houses and
plantations.
The spirited and determined manner in which the
hammock was charged - the bravery exhibited by both
officers and men present on the occasion - gave the hostile
Seminoles an earnest of what they are to expect from
the hands of Florida’s gallant sons, and has, it seems,
damped the ardor of their resistence. From the circumstance, that the different scouting parties that have
scoured the hammocks, without finding signs of the Indians, it is probable that they have retired farther into
the nation.
The measures of operation best calculated to bring
those misguided “savages of the forest”, led on to the
brink of destruction by their warrior Powell, to a sense
of their condition, and of the utter inutility and rashness
2
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of their resistence, - will be adopted by the commanding
officers of the forces now on the field. We place every
confidence in Gens. Clinch and Call. They are gentlemen
of tried, and great ability, experience and bravery. They
have been proved to be as gallant in war, as they are estimable and courteous in the social circles of private life.
We have confidence also in the bravery and good
conduct of our own officers in command of the Eastern
Brigade-Cal. Warren, and Lt. Col. Mills, from this
city; the first to muster, and march to the scene of action,
will, we trust, acquit themselves honorably and nobly, and
returning in honor and triumph, bring home to their
families and friends, a good report of the conduct of the
citizens of this section, who, seizing the best implements
of war at hand, so suddenly and freely marched out to
the conflict.
Return of killed and wounded in the affair of Dec. 18,
1835.
Co. A. Capt. Ross-Wounded, Sgt. David McKee.
Private, Seymour Pickett, Walter Furman, and Robert
Chesley.
Co. B. Capt. Lancaster-Killed, Private Paul McKee
and E. W. Weeks.
Co. C. Capt. Hutcheson-Wounded, Private Bleach
and Henry Bishop.
Columbia Volunteers, Capt. McLemore. - Killed,
Private Tillis. Wounded, Sgt. Hurst.
Dear Sir - In addition to the brush on the 18th when
the baggage was captured, we had another yesterday to
sanctify the Sabbath. At nine o’clock in the morning we
took up the line of march from Crum’s Fort for Micanopy
- on arriving at the end of the Prairie, our advanced
guard sent word back to me at the head of the Duval and
Alachua men, now called the first Regiment, that the Indians were burning Hargans’ house, &c. I sent the mes-
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senger to Gen. Call who was in the center with Cols.
Parish and Warren, and he immediately sent Col. Warren with orders to take two companies, Ross and Hutcheson, and flank to the South and the West of the hammock. Captains Summerall and Gibbons were detached
on the North and East, and I took Capts. Turner, Lancaster and McLemore and covered the space between
Capts. Hutcheson and Gibbons, - the advanced guard
entered the hammock and were immediately fired onwe all dismounted and entered the Hammock at the
charge step, and were soon in action - the Indians yelling
constantly firing by Platoons - they were in a thick bush
pond and had a great advantage, and fired on us without
our seeing them. However, after about one hour’s sharp
firing it ceased, and we came out of the hammock and
found our loss as above stated. Lancaster is shot in the
neck, not dangerous.
Our neighbors all behaved well-many of us having
smelled powder for the first time. We recaptured all our
papers and our cooking utensils. The ammunition and
clothes were all taken away.
We have a hard time ahead. For two days past I
have not eat enough to keep a mouse alive, nor have any
others in Camp (except 50 men sent down to guard Tarvers) who sent us word that they are in good quarters:
our horses also fare bad, there is sometimes a plenty of
corn and no mills to grind it. Potatoes we sometimes get
if we get time to dig them, and beef - but sometimes we
are ordered one way and the baggage another. I have
not time to say more. You must tell all my friends how
matters are - if my wife is not gone off do stop her if
possible.
Your friend,
W. J. MILLS.
P. S. We found six Indians dead last evening - how
many wounded we know not. We suppose there were 30
or 40 of them in action.
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The Florida arrived last evening with forty spirited
Volunteers on board destined for Picolata. They go on
with the intention of fortifying that point on the River.
They are provided with all the implements necessary for
the construction of a Block-House - and the gallant Capt.
Stephens with his no less gallant officers has all the
knowledge and experience requisite for the business.
They came on provided with arms and ammunition in
abundance - two beautiful French six pounders, and 48
stand of arms, etc.
This act of our generous brethren of Savannah - the
promptitude with which they have flown to succor the
defenseless - the liberality with which they contributed
their treasure - the nobility of feeling manifested on this
occasion, speak a language of commendation, with which
all we could say will bear no comparison.
We can assure them of our gratitude; and the citizens
of East Florida will not soon forget this act of Georgia’s
patriotism.
(Succeeding documents and contemtporaneous narratives will appear in the next number of the QUARTERLY.)
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